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Esteemed HACIA delegates, 
  
It is my deepest honor to welcome you to HACIA XXVI, the very first of  its kind. I am 
Emilia Cabrera, your Director of  English Committees, and I am incredibly excited to be 
your first welcome to this unique conference. I can assure you that our team of  English 
committee chairs has worked tirelessly to prepare these topics and train hard to lead an 
online committee, all to ensure the best caliber of  debate for HACIA XXVI. 

To first tell you a bit about myself, I was born in Madrid, Spain but grew up in the United 
States. I became involved with Model United Nations in high school to further explore my 
growing interest in international relations. There, I found a space where I could seriously 
engage in some of  the world’s most difficult problems and meet other multicultural people 
who shared my values despite different backgrounds. I’m also passionate about the power 
of  language as a tool for bridging differences, which brought me to my interest in Latin 
America. At Harvard, I am a senior studying Computer Science and Economics, and have 
dedicated my extracurricular time to International Relations through HACIA and Model 
UN. 

At this year’s HACIA, you will prepare, debate, write, and resolve topics that span not only 
different themes – economic, political, and social – but also time itself. In the OAS 
Permanent Council, you will get to explore two sides of  a dangerous coin, drug trafficking 
and human rights violations in prisons. You may get to go back in time and witness – or 
tamper with – the writing of  Mexico’s Constitution, or ameliorate the dramatic effects of  
the 80s debt crisis. If  instead you want to look into our future, you can help protect the 
Amazon rainforest as it gets further threatened into extinction by 2030. Whatever it is that 
ignites your passion, be that health, human rights, or economics, you will find your place in 
one of  our topics, diligently fighting to make our region and world a better place.  

As delegates you will be implored to practice empathy in taking on the views of  the 
governments and people you’re asked to represent. In adopting the roles of  different 
countries and people, some of  you may be faced with defending positions that go against 
your own opinions. Take this as an opportunity to deepen your own understanding of  a 
topic and learn the rebuttals and defenses that may be employed by the other side. HACIA 
is an incredible opportunity to push yourself  to grow as a writer and public speaker, but 
more importantly as a global citizen and future leader. 

This year’s HACIA will serve to challenge you to engage with some of  the most pressing 
issues of  the Americas, and the world beyond. All of  this and more you will do in the face 
of  potentially the most global problem we have ever faced: this international pandemic. Just 
as the diplomatic world has been forced to reckon with how international relations can be 
preserved and even strengthened without face to face relationships, we must too strive to do 
the same thing in HACIA. Despite the physical distance, we believe that a conference of  
listening and discussing international problems across a multitude of  countries will allow us 
to feel just how interconnected these problems are. We’ve also been undergoing extensive 
training to ensure our staff  is more than prepared to lead online committee sessions, in a 
smooth transition from the debate that you may have done in the past. Thank you for 
inviting HACIA and its delegates into your countries and your homes. 

Sincerely,  
Emilia Cabrera 
Director of  English Committees 

Welcome to    
HACIA XXVI
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Hi everyone!  

	 	 My name is Fatima Shahbaz and I’m a senior at 
the College studying Government and South Asian 
Studies, and I’m so excited to be your chair! At school, 
outside of  this, I was on secretariat for HMUN 2020, a 
Model UN conference our International Relations Council 
hosts for high schoolers, a chair for WorldMUN and 
HMUN India, and served as the co-President of  the 
Harvard South Asian Association. Outside of  that, I love 
to pretend to listen to podcasts, practice makeup on my 
friends, stress bake, and spend an obscene amount of  time 
calling my friends. 

	 	 I was originally born in Karachi, Pakistan, but 
grew up in Tysons Corner, Virginia (but I usually just tell 
people I’m from “outside DC”). My proximity to 
Washington D.C inspired a lifelong passion for politics and 
current events, which drove me to do Model UN all 
throughout middle and high school, as well as debate for 
all of  high school. After six years of  being on the other side 
of  the dais, this is my sixth—and last, time chairing for a 
high school conference, and I could not be more excited!   

	 	 If  you have any questions at all, whether it’s about 
the topic, committee, or conference, please don’t be afraid 
to reach out to me via email at brazil@hacia-
democracy.org. Excited to see you all in March! 

Best, 
Fatima Shahbaz 
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*This committee takes place in 2030* 

Over the past century, Amazonian governments have been cutting down the forest at an alarming rate. 

Countless warnings have been given by scientists, activists, politicians and citizens alike, but those in power in 

governments in the Amazon basin did not find the way to reconcile their political and economic interests with 

preservation of  this vital land area. The Amazon jungle, which was once the Earth’s largest tropical rainforest, 

has now been deforested to a little over 50% of  what it once was. 

	 Now, there is no going back. The concentration of  carbon in the Earth’s atmosphere has increased 

dramatically with half  of  the Earth’s biggest carbon sink gone and not just the countries in the surrounding 

area, but all over the world, are feeling these effects. Temperatures everywhere have gotten more extreme, sea 

levels have risen such that many coastal cities no longer exist, the Arctic ice coverage has decreased dramatically, 

droughts have become more and more frequent, and the list goes on and on.  1

The goal of  this committee is to come up with solutions to this critical issue. We will approach this issue 

as a special summit of  select nations of  the OAS. Will the countries of  Latin America make it illegal to cut down 

any more trees in the area? Will they remove all cattle and soy plantations from the region and reforest? Is that 

even viable, both economically and legally? Or will their own economic self-interest govern their actions? Our 

future as a global society depends on reaching solutions to this issue, or our supply of  oxygen might soon run 

out. What will you do to help save humankind? 

 “The Effects of Climate Change.” NASA. NASA, September 30, 2019. https://climate.nasa.gov/effects/.1

Introduction
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	 This committee has two main aims: preserving and reforesting the Amazon Rainforest. In terms of  

preserving, delegates should aim to discuss how they can preserve what is left of  the Amazon Rainforest so as 

not to destroy it further, seeing as it is at a vital tipping point. Reforestation is also important as delegates try to 

think long-term, how best to rebuild as much of  the Amazon as they can. 

Delegates can take the debate wherever they feel like it should go, but some questions that might make 

sense to debate/resolve are the following: 

In terms of  preservation: 

● Of  indigenous territories 

● Of  animal and insect species 

● Of  the plant growth itself  

● Of  the water bodies in and around the area 

● How do we protect what is left? Through legislation? Through the creation of  protected areas? Through 

an army? 

● How do we reconcile this with economic and political interests? 

In terms of  reforestation: 

● How much will we reforest? 

● Where will we reforest? 

● What kinds of  plants? 

● How do we guarantee that this reforestation takes place? 

Aims of the Committee
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These are all questions that delegates might want to think about when they are thinking about their country 

positions and where they want the debate to go. 
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A brief  history of  deforestation in the Amazon: 

Deforestation in the Amazon Rainforest dates as far back as the arrival of  the Europeans to the 

Americas. Before then, the area had been inhabited by indigenous tribes who lived in harmony with the 

rainforest, taking only what was necessary from them. Traditional indigenous peoples cultivated manioc, tubers, 

fruit, and palm trees in rotating plots, supplementing their farm plots with forest resources of  rubber, nuts, fruits, 

fibers, and medicines.  Following the arrival of  the Europeans, timber was harvested and rubber extracted to 2

take back to Europe, but settlements were temporary due to the lack of  technology available well into the 17th 

and 18th centuries. 

In the second half  of  the 20th century, Brazil and other countries of  the Amazon basin initiated land 

reform and colonization programs to encourage permanent settlement, causing deforestation as we know it to 

really begin in the 1970s. New technologies and government initiatives, such as the inauguration of  the Trans-

Amazonian highway in 1972 enabled settlers to begin to dismantle the Amazon and its biodiversity for 

commercial gain .  3

The first attempt at land use in the Amazon was permanent cultivation, but migrant farmers to the 

Amazon basin soon discovered that rainforest soil was too old, acidic, and generally infertile for this. Most 

nutrients are stored in aboveground vegetation; cutting and burning enriches soil but nutrients are leached or 

 “Yale University.” Land Use and Agriculture in the Amazon | Global Forest Atlas. Accessed October 22, 2019. https://2

globalforestatlas.yale.edu/amazon/land-use#targetText=Land Use and Agriculture in the Amazon,or 350 million hectares remain.

 Nigel J.H. Smith. "Brazil's Transamazon Highway Settlement Scheme" (PDF). College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, The University 3

of Florida. Retrieved 2014-02-05.

Topic in Context
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unavailable to crops after just a few growing seasons. For this reason, many farmers soon switched to cattle 

pasture, which does not require a fertile soil to conduct.  4

The following graph shows deforestation of  the Amazon over time from 1988 until 2018. It is possible to 

see that although there have been fluctuations in the annual rate of  deforestation, the forest cover until 2018 was 

still facing an overall decrease which shows no real signs of  flattening out. 

 

Graph showing the deforestation and rate of deforestation of the Amazon over time. Source: Mongabay 
From 2018 onwards, deforestation did not slow down: deforestation in the Brazilian Amazon rainforest, 

for example, rose more than 88% in June 2019 compared with the same month in 2018 and this trend 

continued into the next decade.  Right now, in March 2030, there is only 75% of  the Amazon rainforest 5

 “Yale University.” Land Use and Agriculture in the Amazon | Global Forest Atlas. Accessed October 22, 2019. https://4

globalforestatlas.yale.edu/amazon/land-use#targetText=Land Use and Agriculture in the Amazon,or 350 million hectares remain.

 Brasília, Reuters in. “Brazil: Huge Rise in Amazon Destruction under Bolsonaro, Figures Show.” The Guardian. Guardian News and 5

Media, July 3, 2019. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jul/03/brazil-amazon-rainforest-deforestation-environment.
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remaining. Deforestation has continued without any real decrease in rate from the previous decade, but now, the 

impacts are crucial and may become irreversible (see effects). The biggest cause of  this continued deforestation 

were politicians, who de-prioritized the environment at the behest of  their country’s economic development. 

With commercial development literally flattening the conversation, such leaders as Jair Bolsonaro in Brazil and 

Nicolás Maduro in Venezuela allowed the once-sacred rainforest to be returned to dust. 

At a point in time when there should have been a complete reversal, where environmentalism and 

conservation should have been at the forefront of  political thought and action, it has been ignored over the past 

decade, leading us to the tipping point we are at today. 

Causes of  deforestation 

	 There are many reasons why people, companies, and governments have removed forest cover from the 

Amazon over the years, the main reasons being for clearing land for cattle ranching and for space for farming. 

 

Drivers of deforestation in South America, 1990-2000. Source: Mongabay 
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Cattle pasture 

	 The largest driver of  deforestation in the Amazon Basin since the 1960s has been for land for cattle 

grazing. Although data may differ, there is a consensus that at least 60% of  deforested land ends up as cattle 

pasture: this number is 80% according to a 2009 Greenpeace report, and 70% according to a 2006 report by 

the Food and Agriculture Organization of  the United Nations.  67

	 Cattle ranching is motivated by global demand for leather and beef. About 80% of  Brazil’s beef  is 

consumed domestically, but in the past decades, global demand has increased exponentially: from 2010 to 2017, 

beef  exports climbed 25% according to the Brazilian Beef  Exporters Association, and in that year, nearly 40% 

of  Brazilian cattle were located in the Amazon region. Asian demand has also increased exponentially in recent 

years, dramatically increasing the amount of  land that is deforested: the Chinese and Hong Kong markets are 

associated with between 17,400 and 26,400 hectares of  deforestation per year.  The EU also imports more than 8

$600M worth of  beef  from Brazil each year, a number which is steadily increasing because of  the trade deal 

passed in June 2019 between the EU and Brazil, Uruguay, Argentina and Paraguay to gradually let 99,000 tons 

of  low-tariff  South American beef  into Europe every year.   9 10

 “Commercial Agriculture Accounted for Almost 70 Percent of Deforestation in Latin America.” FAO Regional Office for Latin 6

America and the Caribbean, Food and Agriculture Association of the United Nations, 18 July 2016, www.fao.org/americas/noticias/
ver/en/c/425600/.

 Amazon Cattle Footprint. Greenpeace, 2010, Amazon Cattle Footprint, www.greenpeace.org/usa/wp-content/uploads/legacy/Global/7

usa/report/2010/2/amazon-cattle-footprint.pdf.

Ingraham, Christopher. “Analysis | How Beef Demand Is Accelerating the Amazon's Deforestation and Climate Peril.” The 8

Washington Post. WP Company, August 27, 2019. https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2019/08/27/how-beef-demand-is-
accelerating-amazons-deforestation-climate-peril/.

 Wasley, Andrew, Dom Phillips, and Alexandra Heal. “Revealed: Rampant Deforestation of Amazon Driven by Global Greed for 9

Meat.” The Guardian. Guardian News and Media, July 2, 2019. https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/jul/02/revealed-
amazon-deforestation-driven-global-greed-meat-brazil.

 Darlington, Shasta. “E.U. and Four Latin American Nations Reach a Trade Deal.” The New York Times. The New York Times, June 10

28, 2019. https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/28/world/americas/eu-four-latin-american-nations-trade-deal.html.
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Figure 3. Top importers of Brazilian beef. Source: Washington Post 
	 Cattle ranching is attractive for many reasons. Firstly, due to the way the cattle ranchers can acquire the 

land: by simply clearing the forest and placing a few heads on the land, colonists and developers can gain title to 

the land in some countries (notably Brazil), with no limit to these property rights. Cattle ranching is also very low 

maintenance compared to other crops, requiring much less capital and labor. Additionally, after a few rounds of  

farming, Amazonian soil quickly loses its fertility, and thus it is much easier to keep cattle than grow crops to sell. 

Finally, the demand for cattle is high, generating the assurance of  high profits, as cattle is easily sold, and 

possesses a much lower risk than cash crops, which are subject to more wild price swings and pest infestations.  11

	 Not only are extensive tracts of  land used for cattle grazing, but a lot of  this land is illegally acquired and 

used. Many of  the Amazonian governments have declared tracts of  the Amazon to be protected areas, and 

placed embargoes on farming in the forest, but this is not well enforced, and thus companies are able to continue 

 Mongabay. “The Impact of Cattle Ranching on Rainforests.” Mongabay.com, June 9, 1999. https://rainforests.mongabay.com/11

0812.htm#targetText=The majority deforestation in the,ends up as cattle pasture.



  | Preserving and Reforesting the Amazon, 203010

illegally farming. An example of  one such company is JBS, Brazil’s biggest meatpacker, who controls about 35 

percent of  its beef  export market.  JBS has a 145,000-hectare farm in Lagoa do Triunfo, a tract of  land that 12

has been forbidden to use for cattle since 2010, when it was embargoed by Brazil’s government environment 

agency Ibama for illegal deforestation.  Information on JBS is available because they have been implicated in 13

numerous scandals, but there are numerous corporations, many of  which we don’t even know about, who use 

land in the Amazon illegally for cattle. 

Farming: Soy cultivation 

Soy in the Amazon is cultivated mainly for export and production of  biodiesel and animal feed. Seeds 

from the soybean plant provide high protein animal feed for livestock, and 80% of  Amazon soy is destined for 

animal feed; smaller percentages are used for oil or eaten directly.  Today, Brazil has 24-25 million hectares 14

devoted to the growth of  this crop, and is currently the second largest producer of  soybeans in the world, a close 

second to the United States.  15

In South America, from the early 20th century until the 1970s, soy was grown in the temperate climates 

of  southern Brazil and Argentina. In the 1970’s, however, agricultural research generated new varieties resistant 

to warm climates, which combined with intensive fertilizer use could yield soy in tropical regions. Around the 

same time, Peruvian anchovy fishery industry crashed, causing an increase in demand for animal feed. 

 Ingraham, Christopher. “Analysis | How Beef Demand Is Accelerating the Amazon's Deforestation and Climate Peril.” The 12

Washington Post. WP Company, August 27, 2019. https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2019/08/27/how-beef-demand-is-
accelerating-amazons-deforestation-climate-peril/.

 Wasley, Andrew, Dom Phillips, and Alexandra Heal. “Revealed: Rampant Deforestation of Amazon Driven by Global Greed for 13

Meat.” The Guardian. Guardian News and Media, July 2, 2019. https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/jul/02/revealed-
amazon-deforestation-driven-global-greed-meat-brazil.

 “Yale University.” Soy Agriculture in the Amazon Basin | Global Forest Atlas. Accessed October 22, 2019. https://14

globalforestatlas.yale.edu/amazon/land-use/soy.

 Karuga, James. “10 Countries With Largest Soybean Production.” WorldAtlas, March 10, 2016. https://www.worldatlas.com/15

articles/world-leaders-in-soya-soybean-production-by-country.html.
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Continued demand into the 1990s and early 2000’s created a soy-cattle pasture-deforestation dynamic where soy 

replaced existing cattle pasture, spurring new deforestation for cattle ranching further into the Amazon. 

Meanwhile, road improvements, especially the BR-163 “soy highway” in Mato Grosso reduced transport costs 

and world economic growth increased demand for agricultural products. In the 2010s especially, consumer 

demand for crops like soy and palm oil grew exponentially, increasing demand for land for crop cultivation in 

the Amazon.  16

Intense criticism of  the deforestation caused by soy cultivation in the early 2000’s inspired international 

advocacy. Many cultivators simply use the slash and burn method to clear land in the region. This makes the 

land even more infertile, as it burns up any nutrients that it previously had. Additionally, numerous studies map 

the deforestation resulting from soy conversion in the Amazon region. Some even argue that US policies 

favoring corn ethanol result in increased soy prices, spurring soy cultivation in the Amazon. The impact of  soy 

cultivation also extends beyond the lost forest habitat, not only affecting carbon emissions directly, but also 

causing water contamination in major waterways such as the Xingu River because of  agrochemical use. 

Hydroelectricity 

Hydroelectric dams also play a massive role in Amazon deforestation, not just from the area flooded, but 

by the settlement that they attract. Most of  South America is energy poor, and rely on hydroelectric dams for 

the majority of  their electricity, about 80% in Brazil. 

Numerous dams are under construction or planned in the Amazon basin; the most controversial has 

been the Belo Monte dam, inaugurated in 2016, on the Xingu River in the northern Brazilian Amazon of  Para. 

The dam was criticized for the massive land it would need to flood, leading to intense deforestation, loss of  

native species – many of  which were endemic to the region – and displacement of  over 20,000 people native 

 Butler, Rhett A. “What Happens When the Soy and Palm Oil Boom Ends?” Mongabay Environmental News, 28 Feb. 2017, 16

news.mongabay.com/2017/02/what-happens-when-the-soy-and-palm-oil-boom-ends/.
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from the area, mainly from the municipalities of  Altamira and Vitória do Xingu.  Countless other dams have 17

been planned and constructed in the Andes; in the Amazon River tributaries of  Colombia, Bolivia, Ecuador, 

and Peru, at least 151 new hydroelectric dams were planned between 2010 and 2030, which increased 

hydropower capacity by 300%, but also created a variety of  problems for the area.  18

Although the Amazon contains immense volumes of  water – the Amazon river has more water by 

volume than any other river in the world  – an incentive for hydroelectric power plants to be built – the 19

Amazon basin is very flat, and dams depend on gradient/ height change to produce electricity. For this reason, 

dams such as Balbina, near Manaus in the Brazilian state of  Amazonas, flooded 2,400 square kilometers to 

produce a relatively low 250 MW.  20

Not only is the effect of  building dams flooding, leading to loss of  land but also of  cultural, economic, 

social, and environmental values therein, but dams also alter water chemistry and affect fish passage, especially 

important in the highly biodiverse freshwater ecosystems of  the Amazon basin. Endangered species such as the 

giant river otter are severely threatened by fragmentation of  their river habitat. Moreover, dams trap sediment, 

which affects both the reservoir sustainability (by impairing dam functions, reducing storage capacity, increasing 

risk of  dam failure, etc.) and negatively impacts the geomorphology and ecology of  downstream reaches.  21

Finally, although dams provide clean energy, carbon emissions from dams is very high, from both the vegetation 

inundated by reservoir and from methane emissions from sediment decomposition. 

 Elizondo, Gabriel (20 January 2012). "Q&A: Battles over Brazil's biggest dam". Al Jazeera. Archived from the original on 29 17

January 2014. Retrieved 5 March 2014.

 Tinoco, Vicente, and G. Mathias Kondolf. “The New Wave of Hydroelectric Dams in the Andes: How Sustainable?,” n.d. http://18

riverlab.berkeley.edu/wp/wp-content/uploads/NewWaveDamsAndes-CELA2017.pdf.

 “The Amazon River.” WWF. Accessed October 22, 2019. http://wwf.panda.org/knowledge_hub/where_we_work/amazon/19

about_the_amazon/ecosystems_amazon/rivers/#targetText=The Amazon River,m3/sec of water.

 “Yale University.” Dams in the Amazon Basin | Global Forest Atlas. Accessed October 22, 2019. https://globalforestatlas.yale.edu/20

amazon-forest/land-use-and-agriculture/dams-amazon-basin.

 Tinoco, Vicente, and G. Mathias Kondolf. “The New Wave of Hydroelectric Dams in the Andes: How Sustainable?,” n.d. http://21

riverlab.berkeley.edu/wp/wp-content/uploads/NewWaveDamsAndes-CELA2017.pdf.
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Other Destructive Development Activities 

	 Although these are the most significant causes of  deforestation in the Amazon rainforest in the past 

decades, they are not the only causes. Deforestation also arises from logging, from clearing space for housing, 

industry, and roadways, for medicine, and for mining, among other causes that are important to explore further. 

The Effects of  Deforestation 

	 Altogether, these factors have caused deforestation to reach the point where only 75% of  the Amazon 

rainforest is left. This has created dramatic effects, not only for the Amazon region itself, but across the Americas 

and around the world. If  this deforestation is not reversed urgently, there will be no going back. 

Local effects 

In and around the Amazon region, the effects can be categorized as relating to water, to land or to the people 

living in the area. 

Water 

Deforestation impacts the water cycle. Forests transport large quantities of  water into the atmosphere via 

plant transpiration. This replenishes the clouds and instigates rain that maintains the forests. When deforestation 

occurs, there is less transpiration, which causes less clouds to form, leading to less precipitation. This lack of  

precipitation does not replenish the soil, which causes even less plants to grow and makes the soil even less 

fertile, while also drying up the rivers more. 

The deforestation of  the Amazon affected the water cycle, and has reduced the volume of  water that 

flows through the Amazon river and its tributaries. The Amazon river, which would have a width of  up to 50km 
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in the wet season has dried up to less than 4 to 5 km in the dry season.  This creates adverse effects in a variety 22

of  ways. Wildlife that depends on water has been affected. Both fish and other marine animals have been killed, 

and animals that use the river for water have to travel longer distances to get this water: the Amazon used to 

have over 5,000 species of  fish. Now, this number is less than 3,500, with iconic species, such as the Tambaqui 

and the Pirarucu, having disappeared entirely.  Although this will not be explored in too much detail, it is vital 23

to point out that these fish provide the food and livelihood for a lot of  tribes in the area, as well as other animals, 

and their extinction has caused a tilt in the balance of  the Amazonian ecosystem. 

	 The economic effects of  the decrease in water are also important to mention. The Amazon used to be a 

rich, almost impenetrable forest, with interconnecting riverways. This meant that water was the primary source 

of  transportation, and many places were not accessible by anything else. Iquitos, for example, a city in the heart 

of  the Peruvian Amazon, is only accessible by plane or boat. With the record low water levels, it is hard for ships 

and barges to access Iquitos, which has caused problems for a variety of  Peruvian industries which used to use it 

for shipping of  goods.  Iquitos is just one example, and companies and people have been forced to find 24

alternative transportation methods in the region which has caused a great hit to the economy of  Amazonian 

nations.  

Another important effect has been electricity. As mentioned previously, Latin America relies heavily on 

hydropower for its electricity. With the water capacity of  the Amazon river basin decreasing,  the availability of  

electricity all over Latin America has also decreased, not only in the Amazon region, but in many major cities, 

 “The Amazon River.” WWF. Accessed October 22, 2019. http://wwf.panda.org/knowledge_hub/where_we_work/amazon/22

about_the_amazon/ecosystems_amazon/rivers/#targetText=The Amazon River,m3/sec of water.

 “Amazon Fish.” WWF. Accessed October 22, 2019. http://wwf.panda.org/knowledge_hub/where_we_work/amazon/23

about_the_amazon/wildlife_amazon/fish/.

 “Amazon River at Record Low Levels; Deforestation Blamed.” Mongabay Environmental News, September 30, 2005. https://24

news.mongabay.com/2005/09/amazon-river-at-record-low-levels-deforestation-blamed/#targetText=Local officials are blaming 
deforestation,disrupting the local water cycle.&targetText=The impact on the Amazon,climate, water cycle and economy.
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causing blackouts to become more and more frequent. This causes a myriad of  adverse effects, from increases in 

car crashes to halts in  industry production. 

	 These are a handful of  the effects that the deforestation of  the Amazon has caused in terms of  water; 

delegates should keep an eye out for other problems that they might need to present solutions to in committee. 

Land 

	 The most direct effect of  deforestation is the direct effect on the animals and plants on the land. 

Deforestation has caused the loss of  many plants and animal species, many of  which were endemic to the 

Amazon region. As many as 20 animal species, some of  which are pictured below, have become extinct in the 

wild.  This causes an effect on the ecosystem as well, as animals and especially insects which they used to eat 25

are able to procreate faster, since they don’t have any predators, and other animals which might have used to eat 

them, have lost their source of  food. 

 

Diana, Juliana. “Animais Em Extinção Na Floresta Amazônica.” Toda Matéria. Toda Matéria, June 13, 2019. https://25

www.todamateria.com.br/animais-em-extincao-na-floresta-amazonica/.

The Amazonian Manatee. Source: Todo Materia
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Not only have animal species become extinct, but countless plant species have also. Not only will the loss 

of  these plants affect the food chain, but it also has the effect of  eliminating important sources of  natural 

medicine – in Western modern medicine, around 25% of  all drugs are derived from rainforest plants– that are 

now no longer available.  Among some of  these natural medicines which are going to need replacements are 26

cat’s claw, used to treat conditions from stomach ulcers to lowering blood pressure, curare, which is used as 

anesthesia, and jaborandi, which is an important component in eye drops.  27

Another dramatic effect of  deforestation on land is the effect on land itself. As has been mentioned 

previously, Amazonian soil is extremely infertile, only existing because the leaves that fell from the trees acted as 

humus, a natural fertilizer, allowing new trees to grow. Now, in large tracts of  land where trees have been cut 

down, soil has become infertile and desert-like. This is called savannization, where what was previously a forest 

becomes like a savannah, a desert. This has occurred in some parts of  the Amazon, but the tipping point for the 

entire ecosystem has been predicted to occur when between 20% and 60% of  the Amazon has been 

deforested.   At this point, 25% has been deforested: while we have not reached the tipping point yet, we are 28 29

nearing the point of  no return, from which there is nothing we can do. 

People 

 Dunnell, Tony. “Medicinal Plants Of The Amazon And Their Uses In Modern Medicine.” South American Vacations, April 3, 2019. 26

https://www.savacations.com/medicinal-plants-amazon-uses-modern-medicine/#targetText=Cinchona,to treat malaria and babesiosis.

 Dunnell, Tony. “Medicinal Plants Of The Amazon And Their Uses In Modern Medicine.” South American Vacations, April 3, 2019. 27

https://www.savacations.com/medicinal-plants-amazon-uses-modern-medicine/#targetText=Cinchona,to treat malaria and babesiosis.

 “Climate Change in the Amazon.” WWF. Accessed October 22, 2019. https://wwf.panda.org/knowledge_hub/where_we_work/28

amazon/amazon_threats/climate_change_amazon/.

Lovejoy, Thomas E., and Carlos Nobre. “Amazon Tipping Point.” Science Advances. American Association for the Advancement of 29

Science, February 1, 2018. https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/4/2/eaat2340.
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Vital to point out is the effect that deforestation has had on people, especially those who live inside the 

Amazon rainforest. Although most of  the Amazon was originally uninhabited due to the natural difficulty in 

settling in the middle of  the dense forest, it is estimated that as much as 11.8% of  the Amazonian land, mostly 

along river banks, had been populated by indigenous people for centuries.  Of  this 11.8% of  land, there was a 30

population of  around 2000 tribes living in the Amazon river basin area, but it is estimated that the Amerindian 

population decreased by as much as 90% following the arrival of  the Europeans to the Americas.  After that, 31

the indigenous population that did not already live in the interior of  the forest, was pushed there by Portuguese 

and Spanish colonizers. 

Today virtually no forest Amerindians live in their fully traditional ways. Most wear western-style clothes, 

use pots and pans, and sell their crafts to tourists, although a few groups do live in voluntary isolation.  32

Many governments have now understood the importance of  protecting indigenous territories, and have 

passed laws that guarantee such protections. Brazil, for example, has set aside an area that accounts for 26.4% 

of  the Amazon basin as an indigenous reserve, protected under Brazil's 1988 constitution. This protection is 

vital to help the country's Indian population, 60% of  which lives in the Amazon, to rebound after centuries of  

decline.  Obviously, these protected areas are not popular among poor farmers, landowners, and developers, 33

who have tried to fight the establishment of  new parks and indigenous reserves and are known to illegally exploit 

forest resources within the boundaries of  protected areas. 

As indigenous lands are exceedingly deforested and reduced in size, indigenous populations are forced 

out of  their lands and to acclimate to the western way of  life. Now, of  the original 2000+ tribes living in the 

 Butler, Rhett A. “People in the Amazon Rainforest.” Mongabay. Mongabay, April 9, 2019. https://rainforests.mongabay.com/30

amazon/amazon_people.html#targetText=The "uncontacted tribes", as,live in Brazil and Peru.&targetText=The number of indigenous 
people,are classified as "indigenous".

 Ibid.31

 Ibid.32

 Ibid.33
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Amazon area, only around 200 remain, including the Yanomami and the Tikuna in Brazil , and the Mashco-34

piro and the Cacataibos in Peru.  They are not going peacefully, however, and their reduction has been caused 35

many times by violent farmers who use violence and death to claim land where indigenous people are living in. 

It is extremely important that indigenous people are considered when thinking about preservation and 

reforestation efforts in the Amazon, as not only is the forest their home, but they are also very important in 

guaranteeing that the forest survives in both their active conservation efforts, but also simply through their 

natural way of  life.  

Global effects 

	 Other than the local effects felt inside the Amazon rainforest, there are many other effects of  

deforestation that are felt elsewhere around both the Americas and the world. Most of  these effects are directly 

related to climate change itself, which is caused by deforestation. Trees, and consequently, large equatorial 

rainforests, are natural carbon sinks, which means that they suck up the carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas, in the 

atmosphere and convert it into oxygen, reducing the overall carbon in the atmosphere. When forest is cut down, 

the concentration of  carbon dioxide in the atmosphere increases, thus warming the overall temperature inside 

the earth. This change in temperature has a wide range of  effects. 

	 Cutting down trees directly affects the Earth through rising temperatures. Studies predict that by the end 

of  the 21st century, the Earth will be on average between 2 degrees and 6 degrees Celsius warmer than it is 

now.  This is dangerous, especially for some regions where temperatures are already very hot, as it will lead to 36

 International, Survival. “Brazilian Indians.” Brazilian Indians - Survival International. Accessed October 22, 2019. https://34

www.survivalinternational.org/tribes/brazilian#targetText=Brazilian Indians,%) lies in the Amazon.

 “Peru's Untouched Indigenous Tribes Facing Growing Threats.” France 24, November 30, 2018. https://www.france24.com/en/35

20181130-perus-untouched-indigenous-tribes-facing-growing-threats#targetText=The Peruvian Amazon is home,Murunahuas, Nantis 
and Yoras tribes.

 “Global Warming.” NASA. NASA. Accessed October 22, 2019. https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/features/GlobalWarming/36

page5.php.
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an even greater increase in human mortality rates and electricity demands, reduction in agricultural yields and 

water resources, and contribute to biodiversity collapse, particularly in tropical regions. Furthermore, local 

warming will cause shifts in species distributions, including for species involved in the transmission of  infectious 

diseases, and changes in precipitation, which will increase either the frequency of  droughts and wet seasons in 

different areas, thus deeply affecting agriculture and economic production. Climate variations will also be more 

extreme.  In the winter of  2019, for example, the United States faced record low temperatures and blizzards, 37

while in the summer of  the same year, Europe faced the most intense heat wave it had ever faced.  Only five 38

years later, though, this record was beat once more, with temperatures reaching -52 degrees Celsius in Montana, 

USA, on February 6th 2024, and only 6 months later, staying at consistently high 40s for the entire month of  

August in continental Europe. Climate scientists predict that these extremes will only become more frequent as 

deforestation and carbon use continues. 

	 Other than directly affecting the climate itself, this change in temperature will have other effects on the 

sea and air. 

Sea 

	 Increased temperatures are causing ice to melt all over the world, from glaciers to the Arctic, to 

Antarctica. In 2021, for example, the first “ice-free” Arctic summer was recorded, which means that there was 

less than 1 million square kilometers of  sea ice in the Arctic Ocean. This thaw of  permanent ice in the Arctic is 

dangerous, and is indicative of  the extent to which the ocean is warming.  This extensive loss of  sea ice affects 39

 “The Effects of Climate Change.” NASA. NASA, September 30, 2019. https://climate.nasa.gov/effects/.37

 Rice, Doyle. “'Historic' Winter Storm Could Bring up to 2 Feet of Snow to Central and Western USA.” USA Today. Gannett 38

Satellite Information Network, October 10, 2019. https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2019/10/09/winter-storm-aubrey-
historic-snow-cold-forecast-central-us/3918343002/.

 Comiso, J.C., Parkinson, C.L., Gersten, R. and Stock, L., 2008. Accelerated decline in the Arctic sea ice. Geophysical research 39

letters, 35(1).
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animals living in the area: there are no more polar bears living in the wild, for example. Obviously, the decrease 

in sea ice cannot be blamed only on the deforestation of  the Amazon, but this is a global effect caused by 

deforestation and climate change as a whole, and it is, in fact, possible to slow down these effects by interfering 

in the situation in the Amazon. 

	 When ice melts, it has to go somewhere, and melting sea ice adds volume to ocean water, having caused 

sea levels to rise all over the world. In the 140 years between 1880 and 2019, global sea levels had risen by 

around 20 centimeters. In the subsequent 80 years, between 2019 and 2100, this projection was that sea level 

would rise somewhere between 30 and 121 centimeters. At least 15 of  these have already occurred, as sea level 

in 2030 is at 35 centimeters higher than it was in 1880. This sea level rise comes as a result of  added water from 

melting land ice and the expansion of  seawater as it warms. This has affected Amazonian governments directly, 

especially those with coastal cities, as the number of  floods has dramatically increased, as a result not only of  

this sea level rise, but also of  storm surges and high tides.  Caracas, in Venezuela, Paramaribo in Suriname, and 40

Salvador in Brazil, have all seen dramatic increases in the number and intensity of  floods, and this is only 

expected to increase, especially because the oceans take a very long time to respond to warmer conditions at the 

Earth’s surface, and thus, ocean waters will continue to warm and sea level will continue to rise for many 

centuries to come, at rates equal to or higher than what we are experiencing now. 

Air 

	 Finally, it is important to mention deforestation’s impact on air. The first direct impact of  deforestation is 

a decrease in air quality because there are no more trees to purify the air. This leads to increased pollution, but 

also can have important health impacts, such as an increase in the number of  patients with asthma and other 

breathing and air duct-related difficulties. Another important effect of  deforestation in the Amazon is the black 

 “The Effects of Climate Change.” NASA. NASA, September 30, 2019. https://climate.nasa.gov/effects/.40
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smoke that looms in the sky over Latin America periodically. The first time this happened was on the 19th of  

August 2019, when the sky turned dark in São Paulo, in Brazil, a city 2000 km away from the Amazon. This 

darkness was a result of  smoke produced from the burning of  trees in the Amazon rainforest in Bolivia and the 

Brazilian states of  Rondonia and Acre, mixed with the intense humidity brought from a cold front.  It 41

traumatized Brazilians, as at 4pm on a normal day, suddenly the sky turned pitch black. This event brought 

major worldwide media attention to the fires in the Amazon, and even prompted the EU to donate millions to 

conservation efforts in the Brazilian Amazon.  This went on to be the first, but not the last in this series of  42

traumatic events. In the winter of  2020, Lima, in Peru, had a similar incident, followed by Bogota, in Colombia, 

two years later. Asunción in Paraguay, and Córdoba, in Argentina went through the same incident in 2025, and 

their governments were even more outraged due to the fact that they don’t even have parts of  the Amazon in 

their territory. The effect of  this darkness is not only visual, but raises major concerns for safety in these areas, as 

suddenly the sky turns pitch black and if  there is no automatic turning on of  street lights or safety mechanism 

such as an alarm, for example, traffic accidents can occur, as well as plane crashes, among other incidents. 

	 Therefore, the effects of  deforestation are many and are far reaching, not only affecting the forest land 

itself  but other areas in the Americas and around the world. All of  these effects also have secondary effects 

associated with them, many of  which are economic, and it is important to think of  their ramifications. 

 Pegorim, Josélia. “Por Que o Céu Escureceu Em São Paulo?” Clima Tempo, August 19, 2019. https://www.climatempo.com.br/41

noticia/2019/08/19/por-que-o-ceu-escureceu-em-sao-paulo--7543.

 Oliveira, Eliane. “Chanceler De Bolsonaro Aceita Ajuda De 10 Milhões De Libras Do Reino Unido Para a Amazônia.” O Globo. O 42

Globo, August 27, 2019. https://oglobo.globo.com/sociedade/chanceler-de-bolsonaro-aceita-ajuda-de-10-milhoes-de-libras-do-reino-
unido-para-amazonia-23909282.
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	 This committee will be a continuous crisis committee. That means that instead of resolving issues 

through long resolutions that are discussed at length, delegates are expected to pass directives: short, quickly-

drafted documents that resolve an immediate and urgent issue that the committee faces. 

HACIA parliamentary procedure 

HACIA parliamentary procedure works through motions. This means that it is up to the delegates to 

move debate forward by motioning for specific actions, which the committee will then vote on; the chair works 

simply as a moderator or facilitator, and it is up to the delegates to determine in which way committee will go. 

For example, delegates will need to “motion to open debate”, “motion to set the agenda to x”, “motion for a 

speakers list”, etc. 

Debate begins with delegates motioning to open debate. After that passes (all matters need 51% of  votes 

to pass), delegates will motion to set the agenda to x (the preservation and reforestation of  the amazon rainforest, 

most probably). Once an agenda has been approved, the chair will call for a speakers’ list, and everyone who 

wishes to be added will raise their placards. 

Delegates will speak for however many seconds there are on the speakers list and can continue being 

added as they wish. The chair will periodically ask if  there are any points or motions on the floor, and it is up to 

the delegates if  they would like to motion for something new, like a moderated caucus, for example. 

A moderated caucus is like a speakers list in that delegates will be able to share their views, but it usually 

has a more narrow and focused topic. When motioning for a moderated caucus, delegates must propose a 

Parliamentary Procedure and Crisis



  | Preserving and Reforesting the Amazon, 203023

specific time frame and topic: e.g. “Motion for a 10-minute moderated caucus, 30 second speaking time on the 

recent flooding in Rio de Janeiro.” 

Another motion that delegates may ask for is an unmoderated caucus. This is the only time when 

delegates are free to roam around the committee room, approaching and speaking to one another directly. It is 

at this time when it might make sense to form coalitions and do some brainstorming, writing or merging of  

directives to be introduced. When delegates motion for an unmoderated caucus, they must do so with a specific 

time frame in mind. One would say for example, “Motion for a 10-minute unmoderated caucus.” 

Another possible motion is to introduce directives. More on the directives can be found in the following 

section, but they are basically how formal decisions are made inside the committee room. These are short 

papers that delegates will propose in writing to solve an urgent issue at hand. Delegates can get sponsors and 

signatories for directives either during unmods or passing their paper around the tables through the committee 

room during a moderated caucus or speakers list. A delegate may say, for example, “Motion to introduce all 

directives on the table with two speakers for, two speakers against, 30 seconds speaking time, going directly into 

voting procedure.” 

All of  this may sound like a lot of  information and you may feel slightly overwhelmed, but delegates 

usually find that it is easier to learn parliamentary procedure inside the committee room itself  than by reading 

instructions. You will see that in fact, even though there are many rules, debate usually runs a lot more smoothly 

and a lot less strictly than it seems to on paper. 

How does crisis work? 

If  you’re new to crisis, do not fear! I personally had never heard of  crisis committees until I came to 

Harvard. In this section, I explain the purpose and mechanics of  crisis.  

There are two main ways crisis committees are different to resolution-based committees: 
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Firstly, crisis committees run at a much faster pace than resolution-based committees, as crises are 

thrown at the delegates who are then expected to respond promptly. Crisis delegates are accordingly equipped 

with tools that allow them to respond to these crises quickly and robustly. While resolution-based committees 

function through resolutions, crisis committees function through directives. These are short documents – usually 

only a few operative clauses in length – that in contrast to a resolution – attempt to resolve specific urgent issues 

rather than the entire problem at hand. Also, unlike resolutions, directives are not long thought-out 

compositions, but are written in a few minutes inside the committee room, during debate or unmoderated 

caucuses. The countries who propose the directive are its sponsors (like a main submitter in a resolution), and 

those who don’t necessarily agree with it, but want to see it debated, are its signatories. For the purposes of  this 

committee, directives will need three signatories to be introduced, but note that this may change based on the 

number of  directives being introduced. It is important to emphasize that signing a directive does not mean a 

delegate necessarily agrees with it, but rather that they want to see it discussed in committee. An example of  a 

directive can be found in Appendix 1. 

Another important part of  crisis committees are crisis notes. These notes allow delegates to 

communicate with the committee staff  to make the most of  their “positional” resources and impact the 

direction of  crisis. Crisis notes are intended for delegates to expand their actions and impacts on debate through 

means other than speech. Delegates can call upon anyone in the world for whom it would make sense for their 

characters/country to have contact with to ask for help: the delegate of  Venezuela, for example, could call on 

the Venezuelan military to march into the rainforest, for example, if  this made sense in the current situation and 

they feel like this is necessary to advance their goals. Committee staff  may respond to crisis notes in one of  three 

ways: 1) affirming that what was asked for has happened, 2) explaining why this cannot happen or why this was 

unsuccessful, or 3) asking for further details, to be sent in a following crisis note, so that they can evaluate 

whether to carry out what was asked. 
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Crisis notes are written to the committee staff, however delegates should never address them “to staff ” or 

“to crisis”. Instead, delegates should address it to the specific person with whom they would like to speak, such as 

their secretary, a minister, businessperson, and so on. These people can be either people who exist or are 

invented by the delegates themselves. Please note, however, that the best crisis notes are those that form the 

connection with the person in the most believable way, whether or not that person is real or invented. 

Good crisis notes contain three core pieces of  information: The first is the recipient of  the note, which 

should be indicated by addressing the note to that person. The second is the establishment of  the delegate’s 

connection to that person. How does the delegate have this person’s contact information and why should they 

do what the delegate is asking them to do? The third is the detailed request or action plan to be carried out. 

Usually, thorough plans are much more likely to be approved by crisis. Be brief  (a good crisis note has at most 

one page), but explain the steps the recipient should take to do what you’re asking them to do). For examples of  

crisis notes, see Appendix 2. 

Great delegates will also manage to combine what they are doing in-room with what they are doing 

through crisis, by for example, subtly slipping something in through a directive that the committee approves and 

then writing a crisis note that would have required that action to be taken, or vice-versa. Delegates may also 

write joint crisis notes, where two or more delegates sign a crisis note, such that they may combine their portfolio 

powers or if  they want to achieve similar goals through the same person. However, I reserve the right to reject 

any joint crisis notes should I believe that one party in the note is dominating the other.  

More information on the logistics of  crisis will come at the start of  committee, but this will most 

probably be done on paper, probably through the dual-notepad system, where delegates have two notepads 

where they write crisis notes, and at least one must stay in-room at all times. 

I understand how confusing all of  this may seem to a first-time crisis delegate. However, crisis has a 

learning curve associated with it and there is no better way to learn than by doing. Delegates should feel 
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comfortable asking their Director or junior staffers any questions before or during conference about anything to 

do with crisis or the committee. During debate as well, if  delegates are unsure of  whether they can do something 

through crisis or not, it is recommended that they send the crisis note attempting to do so and the crisis staff  will 

be able to better direct them. 
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The following countries will be represented in this emergency summit of  OAS nations to deal with the Amazon in 

2030. Each country was selected for its geopolitical importance in the Amazon region and/or influence across the 

Americas. 

1. Brazil 

2. Peru 

3. Colombia 

4. Ecuador 

5. Bolivia 

6. Venezuela 

7. Guyana 

8. Suriname 

9. Costa Rica 

10. United States of  America 

11. Canada 

12. Mexico 

13. Argentina 

14. Haiti 

15. El Salvador 

Country List



  | Preserving and Reforesting the Amazon, 203028

 

	 Every delegation is required to submit a position paper before conference. This is a short document 

where you outline your country’s position on the topic and possible solutions that you propose to the issue at 

hand. 

The position paper is an excellent opportunity to distinguish yourself  as a delegate as well as provide 

insight to the committee staff  as to how you’ll be approaching the topic and your position. Before starting your 

position paper, it is best practice to, not only use this bulletin, but to conduct some additional research on the 

topic and your country’s history and position on the topic. Note that as this committee takes place in 2030, the 

political situation in your country may differ from the political situation in your country today. To ensure 

alignment around this topic, I will be following up with delegates once positions are determined with a brief  

update on what assumptions they should make about their country’s politics in 2030. With this information, I 

expect all of  you to tailor your arguments and proposed solutions to your position. Try to address the committee 

aims as thoroughly as you can, but don’t feel a need to address all and even most of  the areas in the topics for 

discussion; we will have plenty of  time to iron out positions on those issues during committee so keep your 

position paper short and sweet. 

Keep in mind also that this is a continual crisis committee, and so agendas and priorities are rapidly 

changing. If  there is anything that has not been mentioned in the bulletin or that you feel should be expanded 

further, feel free to explore that in your position paper. While writing the position paper, make sure to think 

about your take on the situation, the solutions you will present to the committee, and who in the committee may 

have similar viewpoints (so that you know who you may want to work with already prior to the conference). 

Position Papers
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A good structure for position papers is splitting it up into these three parts (keep in mind though that this 

is just a suggestion, feel free to write however you feel most comfortable): 

1. Brief  history of  the topic and current situation. 

2. Your country’s relation to the topic (both historical and current) 

3. Proposed solutions 

Your position papers should be about one to two pages long, single-spaced, 12-point Times New Roman 

font. 
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 The solutions proposed by delegates should aim at fulfilling the aims of  the committee: preserving and 

reforesting the Amazon Rainforest. 

	 It is vital that delegates emphasize cooperation in their proposals for solutions. The OAS exists to foster 

cooperation and interaction between countries and thus the goal of  this committee is to guarantee that solutions 

are properly brainstormed and thought out such that they are implementable, being both economically and 

legally viable for all parties involved. 

	 However, delegates should not forget that even though they might personally want to solve the problem 

at hand, they are representing a country, and should keep their country’s economic and political interests at the 

forefront of  their thoughts. In a crisis committee it is as important to get things done through the back room, 

through crisis, as it is inside the committee room. It is through the back room that delegates will guarantee that 

they can unilaterally achieve their personal and country goals. A crisis committee is where delegates will be most 

self-serving, often putting their own interests and/or their country’s interests before the common good. Since a 

lot can be done in secret, I encourage delegates to be ambitious, thinking of  bizarre plans they can use to 

achieve their own goals. Not only that, but since this committee takes place in 2030, there is a lot that has not 

been defined, so delegates are free and encouraged to explore this futuristic universe as they see fit. 

	 Possible solutions that delegates should propose should focus on the aspects of  preservation and 

reforestation. In terms of  preservation, delegates could think of  increasing the size of  protected areas in the 

rainforest and the extent of  their protection, extending protection to specific plant and animal species that 

extend beyond certain areas, for example. Delegates should remember also the water bodies in the area, making 

sure that they do not deal just with the forest itself, but with the rivers inside it. Delegates should think about 

how they will enforce this protection. A specialized police force for example might be used, or volunteer armies. 

Proposed Solutions



  | Preserving and Reforesting the Amazon, 203031

Technology such as drones and surveillance should also be explored, remembering that it is 2030 and 

technology is pretty advanced. 

	 When thinking about reforestation, it is important that delegates think not only of  the what, but also of  

the how. What will be the type of  vegetation planted? How will this effort be conducted? Delegates could 

consider involving private corporations in their efforts, for example, as they might have technology, expertise and 

manpower that government itself  does not have. It is vital also to think about how it will be guaranteed that this 

reforestation will take place, similarly to the enforcing of  preservation. 

	 Delegates should not limit their discussion only to preservation and reforestation but also should consider 

how to solve the wider ranging implication of  the current state of  the Amazon, both locally and globally. 

Locally, delegates should think about the impact on the people living in the Amazon river basin, especially 

indigenous peoples who have lost – and are losing – their land and livelihoods. Should they be integrated into 

society? Or will they be guaranteed that their land is protected?  Population education efforts is also something 

important to consider if  delegates want their preservation and reforestation efforts to be long-lasting. Will they 

integrate climate change education into mandatory curriculum? How extensive will this be? It is important to 

consider this if  delegates don’t want all their efforts to go to waste if, a few years down the line, the people in 

power are not conscious of  the irreversible effects of  deforestation. 

Finally, it is vital that delegates consider the impacts of  climate change and the Amazonian deforestation 

on a global scale. It is up to delegates of  this committee to propose not only long-term solutions through the 

reforestation efforts, but also immediate solutions to the crises that may arise throughout the committee. 

Delegates must think for example, how they will avert the situation if  something like the smoke covering São 

Paulo, Brazil repeats itself, if  a coastal city floods, or if  there is a massive fire burning acres of  crops in Chiapas, 

Mexico. Delegates should think about how they will work not only to address these effects directly after the crisis, 

but also how they will mitigate effects so something similar does not repeat itself  in future.    
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	 The future of  humanity is in the balance and it is up to you to reason through what to do. Climate 

change and deforestation is a serious problem that world leaders around the world still haven’t really grasped the 

gravity of. It is our responsibility as young people to take charge of  our future and the future of  the planet. This 

is why this committee exists, for you to understand how real the problem of  climate change is and how we 

cannot be complacent anymore. I urge all delegates to think critically through possible solutions to the issues so 

together you can guarantee the future of  the human race. 

When thinking of  solutions, I encourage delegates to be ambitious. Look at what has been done 

elsewhere around the world for the prevention of  deforestation or reforestation itself. There might be solutions 

executed elsewhere that you could suggest implementing. 

Additionally, I hope that you will look at your fellow delegates as collaborators and teammates, even 

when crises within committee become divisive. The purpose of  HACIA is to encourage diplomacy and the spirit 

of  collaboration, and I want to see that reflected respectfully within our committee. 

Lastly, if  I have one final ask of  delegates in committee, it is to be ambitious, inquisitive, and enthusiastic 

heading into committee. Some of  you are likely HACIA veterans excited to debate a new topic and meet a new 

group of  people. Others might be completely new to Model OAS and/or the intensity of  a continual crisis 

committee. Regardless of  where on the spectrum you fall, I want to emphasize that above all, HACIA – and this 

committee – is an opportunity to learn and grow as an orator, negotiator, leader, and a human being. I am well 

aware of  the different background of  each delegate and will encourage all delegates to participate in debate to 

ensure that all voices are heard. 

Closing Remarks and Research 
Recommendations
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On this note, please feel free to reach out to me by e-mailing brazil@hacia-democracy.org with any 

questions, concerns or comments you may have before we meet. I look forward to meeting all of  you come 

March and getting the chance to oversee such a rewarding debate! 

Sincerely, 

Fatima Shahbaz 

Director Amazon 2030 
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Appendix 1 - Example Directive 

Title: Stop! It’s the Police. 

Sponsors: Brazil, United States of  America 

Signatories: Peru, Costa Rica, Canada, Argentina 

1. Ceases all economic extractive activity in the Amazon Rainforest; 

2. Calls for the formation of  a police force to enforce the laws of  protection of  the Amazon vegetation 

cover 

a. This police force will be composed of  police forces for any countries willing to volunteer, 

b. It will patrol the rainforest to guarantee that no economic activity is being undertaken and no 

other existing laws are being violated, 

c. The police force has the right to kill any violators if  it deems such action necessary, 

d. This police force will report directly to the OAS and produce weekly progress reports; 

Appendix 2 - Example Crisis Notes 

1) 

Dear Mr. Larry Page, 

I am writing to you to ask you for a favor. It’s been a long time since we’ve last spoken, but I do reminisce 

about the old days when we were trying to solve hardware problems in our tiny dorm room during our freshman 

Appendix
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year at Stanford. 

	 As you know, the Amazon Rainforest is at the brink of  collapse and we are in desperate need of  your 

technologies. 

I understand that Google has recently come up with a chemical that speeds up maturing age of  flora by 

500%. I am writing to ask that you share such formula with us here at the OAS. The earth is at a point of  no 

return and we see no way out other than replanting trees and forest vegetation in the Amazon Rainforest in the 

largest quantity possible, as soon as possible. We can no longer afford to wait the normal time it takes for 

complex vegetation to mature; we need this urgently. 

Would Google be willing to do this for no monetary compensation? We were hoping the possibility of  

preventing the extinction of  the human race were thanks enough, but if  not, we are prepared to offer Google 

extreme benefits. To be the only mobile and internet provider in Canada, for example, could be a first step. As 

you can probably tell, we are in fact desperate. The situation is critical. 

Please let me know as soon as you can! 

Best, 

Martin Johnson 

Canadian Ambassador to the OAS 

-- 

2) 

Dear President Mourão, 
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	 I am writing to you to ask that you send a division of  10,000 soldiers in the Brazilian army to protect the 

Amazon Rainforest from deforestation and enforce the laws that we are passing here at the OAS, We are 

working hard to guarantee the future of  the human race through the preservation and reforestation of  the 

Amazon Rainforest, but our actions are proving not to be enough and we need outside interference to guarantee 

this. 

	 We need you, as president of  Brazil, and ex-general of  the army, to send men there so we can protect 

this vital region through all means necessary.  

In return, the OAS is prepared to ignore your less than legal ascension to the presidency in 2025 if  you 

will guarantee this protection for the Amazon. 

Thank you, 

João Mendes da Silva 

Brazilian ambassador to the OAS 

--- 

3) 

Dear Mr. Elon Musk, 
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	 I am writing to you with a top-secret proposal. As you know, the situation back here on Earth has 

become critical. The Amazon Rainforest has been deforested past the point of  no return. World leaders are not 

reaching a consensus and we at the Costa Rican government do not see staying on Earth as a viable option. 

	 That is where you come in. I would like to ask you to guarantee a spot in the Space X program mission 

to Mars to as many Costa Rican citizens as possible so we can guarantee our new life elsewhere. I am willing to 

offer as many of  our people as necessary as free labor for our new Martian community, as I understand we must 

repay you in some way, and currency as we know it here on Earth is not of  value in your new society. 

	 I understand this is a big ask, but figured it might be worth a shot, especially coming from an ex-Tesla 

intern who went on to work for the science branch of  her home country’s government and then as an 

ambassador. What do you say? Do remember that we are willing to repay you greatly. 

Maria Moreno 



  | Preserving and Reforesting the Amazon, 203038

 
Amazon Cattle Footprint. Greenpeace, 2010, Amazon Cattle Footprint, www.greenpeace.org/usa/wp-content/uploads/
legacy/Global/usa/report/2010/2/amazon-cattle-footprint.pdf. 
“Amazon Fish.” WWF. Accessed October 22, 2019. http://wwf.panda.org/knowledge_hub/where_we_work/

amazon/about_the_amazon/wildlife_amazon/fish/. 
“Amazon River at Record Low Levels; Deforestation Blamed.” Mongabay Environmental News, September 30, 

2005. https://news.mongabay.com/2005/09/amazon-river-at-record-low-levels-deforestation-blamed/
#targetText=Local officials are blaming deforestation,disrupting the local water cycle.&targetText=The 
impact on the Amazon,climate, water cycle and economy. 

Brasília, Reuters in. “Brazil: Huge Rise in Amazon Destruction under Bolsonaro, Figures Show.” The Guardian. 
Guardian News and Media, July 3, 2019. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jul/03/brazil-
amazon-rainforest-deforestation-environment. 

Butler, Rhett A. “People in the Amazon Rainforest.” Mongabay. Mongabay, April 9, 2019. https://
rainforests.mongabay.com/amazon/amazon_people.html#targetText=The "uncontacted tribes", as,live 
in Brazil and Peru.&targetText=The number of  indigenous people,are classified as "indigenous". 

Butler, Rhett A. “What Happens When the Soy and Palm Oil Boom Ends?” Mongabay Environmental News, 28 
Feb. 2017, news.mongabay.com/2017/02/what-happens-when-the-soy-and-palm-oil-boom-ends/. 

“Climate Change in the Amazon.” WWF. Accessed October 22, 2019. https://wwf.panda.org/
knowledge_hub/where_we_work/amazon/amazon_threats/climate_change_amazon/. 

“Commercial Agriculture Accounted for Almost 70 Percent of  Deforestation in Latin America.” FAO Regional 
Office for Latin America and the Caribbean, Food and Agriculture Association of  the United Nations, 18 July 
2016, www.fao.org/americas/noticias/ver/en/c/425600/. 

Darlington, Shasta. “E.U. and Four Latin American Nations Reach a Trade Deal.” The New York Times. The 
New York Times, June 28, 2019. https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/28/world/americas/eu-four-latin-
american-nations-trade-deal.html. 

Diana, Juliana. “Animais Em Extinção Na Floresta Amazônica.” Toda Matéria. Toda Matéria, June 13, 2019. 
https://www.todamateria.com.br/animais-em-extincao-na-floresta-amazonica/. 

Dunnell, Tony. “Medicinal Plants Of  The Amazon And Their Uses In Modern Medicine.” South American 
Vacations, April 3, 2019. https://www.savacations.com/medicinal-plants-amazon-uses-modern-
medicine/#targetText=Cinchona,to treat malaria and babesiosis. 

“Global Warming.” NASA. NASA. Accessed October 22, 2019. https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/features/
GlobalWarming/page5.php. 

Ingraham, Christopher. “Analysis | How Beef  Demand Is Accelerating the Amazon's Deforestation and 
Climate Peril.” The Washington Post. WP Company, August 27, 2019. https://
www.washingtonpost.com/business/2019/08/27/how-beef-demand-is-accelerating-amazons-
deforestation-climate-peril/. 

International, Survival. “Brazilian Indians.” Brazilian Indians - Survival International. Accessed October 22, 
2019. https://www.survivalinternational.org/tribes/brazilian#targetText=Brazilian Indians,%) lies in the 
Amazon. 

Karuga, James. “10 Countries With Largest Soybean Production.” WorldAtlas, March 10, 2016. https://
www.worldatlas.com/articles/world-leaders-in-soya-soybean-production-by-country.html. 

References



  | Preserving and Reforesting the Amazon, 203039

Lovejoy, Thomas E., and Carlos Nobre. “Amazon Tipping Point.” Science Advances. American Association for 
the Advancement of  Science, February 1, 2018. https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/4/2/
eaat2340. 

Mongabay. “Charts and Graphs about the Amazon Rainforest.” Mongabay.com. Accessed October 22, 2019. 
https://rainforests.mongabay.com/amazon/charts.html. 

Mongabay. “The Impact of  Cattle Ranching on Rainforests.” Mongabay.com, June 9, 1999. https://
rainforests.mongabay.com/0812.htm#targetText=The majority deforestation in the,ends up as cattle 
pasture. 

Oliveira, Eliane. “Chanceler De Bolsonaro Aceita Ajuda De 10 Milhões De Libras Do Reino Unido Para a 
Amazônia.” O Globo. O Globo, August 27, 2019. https://oglobo.globo.com/sociedade/chanceler-de-
bolsonaro-aceita-ajuda-de-10-milhoes-de-libras-do-reino-unido-para-amazonia-23909282. 

Pegorim, Josélia. “Por Que o Céu Escureceu Em São Paulo?” Clima Tempo, August 19, 2019. https://
www.climatempo.com.br/noticia/2019/08/19/por-que-o-ceu-escureceu-em-sao-paulo--7543. 

“Peru's Untouched Indigenous Tribes Facing Growing Threats.” France 24, November 30, 2018. https://
www.france24.com/en/20181130-perus-untouched-indigenous-tribes-facing-growing-
threats#targetText=The Peruvian Amazon is home,Murunahuas, Nantis and Yoras tribes. 

Rice, Doyle. “'Historic' Winter Storm Could Bring up to 2 Feet of  Snow to Central and Western USA.” USA 
Today. Gannett Satellite Information Network, October 10, 2019. https://www.usatoday.com/story/
news/nation/2019/10/09/winter-storm-aubrey-historic-snow-cold-forecast-central-us/3918343002/. 

“The Amazon River.” WWF. Accessed October 22, 2019. http://wwf.panda.org/knowledge_hub/
where_we_work/amazon/about_the_amazon/ecosystems_amazon/rivers/#targetText=The Amazon 
River,m3/sec of  water. 

“The Effects of  Climate Change.” NASA. NASA, September 30, 2019. https://climate.nasa.gov/effects/. 
Tinoco, Vicente, and G. Mathias Kondolf. “The New Wave of  Hydroelectric Dams in the Andes: How 

Sustainable?,” n.d. http://riverlab.berkeley.edu/wp/wp-content/uploads/NewWaveDamsAndes-
CELA2017.pdf. 

Wasley, Andrew, Dom Phillips, and Alexandra Heal. “Revealed: Rampant Deforestation of  Amazon Driven by 
Global Greed for Meat.” The Guardian. Guardian News and Media, July 2, 2019. https://
www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/jul/02/revealed-amazon-deforestation-driven-global-greed-
meat-brazil. 

“Yale University.” Land Use and Agriculture in the Amazon | Global Forest Atlas. Accessed October 22, 2019. 
https://globalforestatlas.yale.edu/amazon/land-use#targetText=Land Use and Agriculture in the 
Amazon,or 350 million hectares remain. 

“Yale University.” Soy Agriculture in the Amazon Basin | Global Forest Atlas. Accessed October 22, 2019. 
https://globalforestatlas.yale.edu/amazon/land-use/soy. 

“Yale University.” Dams in the Amazon Basin | Global Forest Atlas. Accessed October 22, 2019. https://
globalforestatlas.yale.edu/amazon-forest/land-use-and-agriculture/dams-amazon-basin. 


	Welcome to
	HACIA XXVI
	Welcome to
	HACIA XXVI
	From your Chair

